
Fugitive Pages began as a gesture 
anchored in Black History Month. 
As the artists’ book collection was 
explored, a rupture emerged: out 
of nearly two thousand books, only 
five could be identified as authored 
by African-descendant artists. 
What began as a necessity became 
a site of transformation. With the 
support of the Kunstenbibliotheek, 
1M³ expands beyond the existing 
collection, welcoming books already 
present alongside new commissions 
intended to enter it, not as symbolic 
corrections, but as required gestures.

Guided by the thought of Fred 
Moten and Stefano Harney, this 
cubic metre operates as a site 
of fugitive planning: a space that 
inhabits the academy without 
fully belonging to it. Moving quietly 
through its gaps and constraints, 
it cultivates forms of study, care, 
and connection that resist, expand, 
and seek to do better, working 
within institutional power with
out seeking its recognition.

Within the space, these shelves 
function as a parallel network for 
learning, circulation, and knowledge-
making. The books are not silent; 
they carry weight, absence, and 
the promise of continuity. At the 
centre sits a measured void: a shelf 
holding exactly the number of books 
initially present, rendering a glass 
ceiling visible and making countable 
the invisible barriers that shape 
the limits of recognition, author
ship, and institutional space.

Across the vitrine, voices converge 
– diasporic, African, American, 
British, Francophone – entering into 
dialogue. The book becomes a site of 
circulation, a place where histories 
meet without hierarchy. 

Visitors are invited to leave traces: 
names, references, absences still 
felt within the institution. Each note 
gestures toward future acquisitions, 
toward presence yet to come. 

This vitrine does not claim 
completeness. It insists on attention, 
on making absence felt, on building 
a library that listens, shifts, and 
grows in relation — a space of care, 
reflection, and collective possibility.
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