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Danah Abdulla’s ESSENTIAL READING LIST

Contemporary Arab Thought - Elizabeth Kassab, 2009

Neopatriarchy - Hisham Sharabi, 1993

Pedagogy of the Oppressed - Paulo Freire, 2017

Empowering Education - Ira Shor (via UGent )

Globalization and the Decolonial Option - Walter D. Mignolo, Arturo Escobar, 2013

Decolonising the University - Gurminder K. Bhambra, Dalia Gebrial and Kerem
Nisancioglu, 2018

Being Arab - Samir Kassir, 2013

La crise des intellectuels arabes - Abdallah Laroui, 1974

Origines - Amin Maalouf, 2006

Making Art Global (Part 1): The Third Havana Biennial, 1989

Culture and Imperialism - Edward Said, 1994

Out of Place - Edward Said, 1999 (via UGent )

The Arab Rediscovery of Europe: A Study in Cultural Encounters - Ibrahim Abu-Lughod, 2011
The Responsible Object, 2016

Academic Diary - Les Back, 2016 (online)

Black Feminist Thought - Patricia Collins, 2009

Border Crossings: Cultural Workers and the Politics of Education - Henry Giroux, 2005
Teaching to Transgress: Education as the Practice to Freedom - bell hooks, 1994

Sentence to Hope - A Sa'dallah Wannous Reader, 2019 (online)


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcup.columbia.edu%2Fbook%2Fcontemporary-arab-thought%2F9780231144889&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813687896737%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dhJk9GQ%2B1AQKk8jKuFvcBvuwgwVRW5ShSRDv7W%2BXZWA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal.oup.com%2Facademic%2Fproduct%2Fneopatriarchy-9780195079135%3Fcc%3Dgb%26lang%3Den%26&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813687942031%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=umewSnTwsXrZPjVG81woeVmVAGx2zFluX0onAlSXigA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.penguin.co.uk%2Fbooks%2F22583%2Fpedagogy-of-the-oppressed-by-freire-paulo%2F9780241301111&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813687967611%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SJoyZ34ayvkf0VqnXBroj3XLrePk4vQKUQwRwLbYGKw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpress.uchicago.edu%2Fucp%2Fbooks%2Fbook%2Fchicago%2FE%2Fbo4034411.html&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813687988216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ZrlMPxCFCaZvfPQm0DkHnJAi4pt31oQoQS1Y20pUMpU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2FGlobalization-and-the-Decolonial-Option%2FMignolo-Escobar%2Fp%2Fbook%2F9780415848732%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOoq_rE5gbRuFF4SqOdOKRU86Wn7RSkNw2XwKZN12C7OB5sokUf9X&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688008501%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UtYOfjlbzsikIwp%2FjuhvCi9QVxZDjT7woXCyIk02IA4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plutobooks.com%2F9780745338200%2Fdecolonising-the-university%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688028386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1oWpZDmQit2PwNTmrhkXbD9W6ISw82%2BscPLOTxH2h8k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.plutobooks.com%2F9780745338200%2Fdecolonising-the-university%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688028386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1oWpZDmQit2PwNTmrhkXbD9W6ISw82%2BscPLOTxH2h8k%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.versobooks.com%2Fen-gb%2Fproducts%2F1983-being-arab%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOoolC8Tp-dVeaOmg-lk7I_UjG3LyVw4UKnVqu_O8xRimLZz-AQvk&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688070958%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8QATHrxEwlZUuJC0lcH8vWylilx5PFGvwqCY%2FD48n%2FY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.fr%2FCrise-intellectuels-arabes-Laroui%2Fdp%2F2707106569&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688091422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=qeHpa4gnobzmLmMUaO7E2bovYxRI4AEq%2BTDM0x97jIw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.babelio.com%2Flivres%2FMaalouf-Origines%2F10987&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688111141%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CmiqD7HJK001LyT6bBfYWuuwZfYCgxA2R4TvcA6MQ2Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.afterall.org%2Fpublications%2Fmaking-art-global-part-1-the-third-havana-biennial-1989%2F%23%3A~%3Atext%3DInterviews%2520with%2520artists%2520Alex%2520%25C3%2581ngeles%252C%2520Jos%25C3%25A9%2520Bedia%252C%2520Alfredo%2520M%25C3%25A1rquez%2520and%2Cwhich%2520took%2520place%2520in%25201989.&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688130618%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2ByK2c7R9DEjiiLrE40faUrk4%2BvKNE8PQGH6aiGdF2Pk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.penguin.co.uk%2Fbooks%2F360998%2Fculture-and-imperialism-by-said-edward-w%2F9781529942125&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688150623%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bAhkG4LDnBhrNiILURBhM8Ghp%2BZBvuhbtxUd7ExYsgY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsaqibooks.com%2Fbooks%2Fsaqi%2Fthe-arab-rediscovery-of-europe%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688169856%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FlTir5pKHYYFzOXnThZrbo08IPifJ%2B7WJMs%2FV3H2MmM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvaliz.nl%2Fen%2Fpublications%2Fthe-responsible-object&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688189323%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=R3ePsRfquGHu9tnG1hGPKGg9f9BNqhtlFT6h5qHmw3Q%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gold.ac.uk%2Fgoldsmiths-press%2Fpublications%2Facademic-diary%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688209061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=G2Kea39f9ohvXY3yqmUojET7Xpm4cyM%2BY2oefQbFK58%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.taylorfrancis.com%2Fbooks%2Fmono%2F10.4324%2F9780203900055%2Fblack-feminist-thought-patricia-hill-collins&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688229663%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vUEh8jMvW9oflI1I6yA34yfPSwh%2Fe9gS1%2Fkp37J6mbg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2FBorder-Crossings-Cultural-Workers-and-the-Politics-of-Education%2FGiroux-Giroux%2Fp%2Fbook%2F9780415951494%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOooQiPo4bSu52rm4j-pRWzDc_dwfi78CXBpNsOdJZrZjk_49-Xw1&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688250644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dXEPjckYbn4E%2FtwZ%2B8Cui3UoADhoMtehA6rifpfUeCw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.routledge.com%2FTeaching-to-Transgress-Education-as-the-Practice-of-Freedom%2Fhooks%2Fp%2Fbook%2F9780415908085%3Fsrsltid%3DAfmBOopNERBgs7WHGUxqs1QlDshfBDkVcVNcA8Du2wrw70kpiWNG3ERO&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688270983%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Gijx6fgfBCMGCAYyPnXZMnwagTU0Ncuy35RNu4nV32I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyalebooks.yale.edu%2Fbook%2F9780300221343%2Fsentence-to-hope%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csuzy.castermans%40hogent.be%7C4c46b162f87044f81a3108dd5bf13231%7C5cf7310e091a4bc5acd726c721d4cccd%7C1%7C0%7C638767813688290954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=w3hG7jg3q9slfOzJWmNugNXCJw6MF5f2xIW36zcZuHw%3D&reserved=0

Essential Reading is a project that aims to
enlarge, diversify and enrich Kunstenbibliotheek’s
book collection. Which books are, today, really
indispensible for an art library? Guests of
Essential Reading bring together and presentin
the library the books they consider most valuable
in their life and work.

Danah Abdulla is a designer, educator and researcher interested in new
narratives and practices in design that push the disciplinary boundaries and
definitions of the subject. She is a Reader (Associate Professor) in
Anti/Post/Decolonial Histories, Theories, Praxes at the Decolonising the Arts
Institute at the University of the Arts London (UAL). Previously, she was the Head
of Graphic Design at Camberwell, Chelsea, and Wimbledon Colleges of Art, UAL.
Danah is a founding member of the Decolonising Design platform, and founded
Kalimat Magazine. Her research focuses on decolonising design, possibilities of
design education, design culture(s) with a focus on the Arab region, the politics of
design, publishing, and social design. She is the author of Designerly Ways of
Knowing: A Working Inventory of Things a Designer Should Know (Onomatopee,
2022), and Design Otherwise: Transforming Design Education in the Arab Region
(Bloomsbury, 2025).



Essential Reading tracht de boekencollectie van
de Kunstenbibliotheek vanuit een andere blik te
verrijken en te verruimen. Welke boeken zijn écht
onmisbaar voor een kunstenbibliotheek? Gasten
van Essential Reading verzamelen en presenteren
hier de boeken die ze het waardevolst vinden in
hun leven en werk.

Danah Abdulla is een ontwerper, docent en onderzoeker die geinteresseerd
is in nieuwe verhalen en praktijken in design die de disciplinaire grenzen en
definities van het onderwerp verleggen. Ze is Reader (Associate Professor) in
Anti/Post/Decolonial Histories, Theories, Praxes aan het Decolonising the
Arts Institute aan de University of the Arts London (UAL). Daarvoor was ze
hoofd grafisch ontwerp aan de Camberwell, Chelsea en Wimbledon
Colleges of Art, UAL. Danah is stichtend lid van het platform Decolonising
Design en richtte Kalimat Magazine op. Haar onderzoek richt zich op
dekolonisatie van design, mogelijkheden van designonderwijs,
designcultuur(en) met een focus op de Arabische regio, de politiek van
design, publiceren en social design. Ze is de auteur van Designerly Ways of
Knowing: A Working Inventory of Things a Designer Should Know
(Onomatopee, 2022), en Design Otherwise: Transforming Design Education
in the Arab Region (Bloomsbury, 2025).



Danah Abdullah presents her new book Design
Otherwise: Transforming Design Education in the
Arab Region in Kunstenbibliotheek. She will be in
conversation with researcher Sofie Verclyte. The
book presentation is an initiative of Design
Museum Gent and the Department of Design of
KASK & Conservatorium in collaboration with
Kunstenbibliotheek.

Design Otherwise: Transforming Design Education in the Arab Region

How can we study and teach design in a way that is critical, socially engaged
and relevant to place? In this timely book, Danah Abdulla challenges us to
imagine a design education and culture that moves beyond blindly
borrowing Eurocentric models and frameworks. Drawing on learnings from
work with design students, educators and designers in the Arab region, with
a particular focus on Jordan and featuring examples from Lebanon, Egypt
and the United Arab Emirates, Abdulla creates a dialogue with those who
have most at stake in education to imagine how we can develop a
collaborative, contextually based and socially relevant design education.

By first contextualizing higher education and design education in the region
and examining the issues and challenges that are pertinent to the
development of curricula and pedagogy, such as power, bureaucracy,
language and access, Abdulla considers the purpose and relevance of
design education in contemporary postcolonial societies. She explores how
regional identities and class divisions shape the development of design
cultures, as well as different perceptions of design and its value. Abdulla
highlights design's role in society and the models of curricula and pedagogy
appropriate for developing contextually situated design education. Outlining
skills and strategies for equipping future designers, she proposes new
possibilities for forms of practice and an actionable framework for
developing design education.

Danah Abdulla



