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“ It’s not that I don’t think that the word 
originality means anything or has no meaning, 
I just think it’s gotten a very narrow meaning 
lately. What I think about in terms of my work is 
broadening the definitions of the word “original.” 
I think originality as a trope*. There is no such 
thing as an ahistorical activity (I mean history  
in terms of one’s personal history, too).”

 Sherrie Levine interviewed by Jeanne Siegel,  
originaly published in ARTS Magazine, Summer 1985

With After a brief history of artists’ publications 
we browsed Kunstenbibliotheek’s artists’ book 
collection and selected works which refer, appro
priate, sample or wink to what was made before.

Read more on artists’ books

* A trope is a word used in a nonliteral sense to create an image.  
Trope refers to different types of figures of speech, such as puns,  
metaphors, and similes.
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