
Wabi Sabi Letterpress: 
Memories of  
Lost Impressions  
selected by  
Nathalie Cohen

03.05.18  
— 01.07.18

ma — vr 
08:30 – 18:30

 is een kubieke m
eter  

gew
ijd

 aan de kunstenaars­
b

oekencollectie van K
A

S
K

 is one cubic m
eter  

dedicated
 to

 the artists’  
b

ook collection of the K
A

S
K

C
am

pus B
ijloke 

B
ibliotheek

Thanks to Katia Ballegeer, Anna Zhironkina and Antony Hudek

Letterpress printing creates manifold impressions, 
through woodcuts, zinc, resin, blind embossing, 
linoleum or even photopolymer blocks. 
These techniques of relief printing trigger one 
to imagine the process, the craft of carving, 
the imprint of the machine, the smell of ink…
	 In the empty shelves, the eye attempts to picture 
the tools and accessories used in the publishing 
trade, in the studio of the artist-engraver, the common 
thread that unifies the pages. The empty shelves 
could be an allusion to the invisible distance – which 
can be as small as a few millimeters – that creates an 
effect of three-dimensionality on the paper’s surface.
	 Letterpress printing undercuts its own 
appearance by playing on the impressions it 
produces on the eye, making the latter doubt 
whether it is looking at letterpress or not. 
The traces left are monochrome lines and dots, 
abstract marks that present the book on its own 
terms, as sheer material presence.
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